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Dear Parishioners:

One of the traditional practices of the church
during Lent is ‘almsgiving’. This refers to giving to
others who are in need by us making a sacrifice
to do so. This injunction of Jesus calls us to not
only recognize that others need help, but to
invest ourselves in their struggle.

For many years during this time we have
conducted the Cardinal’'s Appeal on behalf of the
various charitable works of the Archdiocese. This
year there have been some changes. The appeal
is now called the Archdiocesan Stewardship
Appeal to emphasize the concept of stewardship
among the people of the Church of New York. It

is a concept that Archbishop Dolan hopes will
develop over a period of time throughout all the

parishes.

The second change is the parish goal. For many
years, pastors have questioned the formula by
which goals were established as there seemed to
be an inequity. This year the goals were based on
the average monthly parish offertory collection,
which for us was $39,000; and that was then
doubled for a goal of $78,000. This resulted in a
$6,000 decrease from our previous goal of
$84,000.

In last year's Appeal, the donations totaled
$97,980 which put us at 116% of goal. All of that
sounds very positive, and it is; but the level of
parish participation is only 10%, which is very
low.

Page 4 of this week’s bulletin gives you the basic
outline of the general Appeal goal this year as
well as a chart showing how the funds are being
allocated. As we all know, the difficult economic
times have increased the need for assistance in all
areas. With that in mind how can we respond?

You should be receiving in the mail a gift
solicitation. | ask that you carefully go through it

and decide what you are able to do, keeping in
mind that concept of almsgiving during the
season of Lent and the sacrifice it involves. You
can return the card with your gift either by mail or

through the weekly offering.

Please be assured that your donation will be used
wiselly "'drpd"e#féwf.iﬂ#wrto support the ongoing
work of the Chtﬁrch gf New York.

Sincerely,

Rev. Robert DeJulio
Pastor

H.O.P.E. SOUP KITCHEN

The next scheduled cooking day for our Parish
Chefs is Friday, February 26". The menu consists
of Fish sticks, macaroni and cheese, and bag of
frozen broccoli. Food should be brought to the

Church office where it will be picked up and
delivered to St. Gabriel's Church. Please
remember that all meals are for a minimum of 20
people. For information, call Geri Engstrom @
738-1141.

ALTAR SERVER ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Boys and girls 8" grade and older who are
interested in becoming an altar server are

invited to join us for an Ice Cream Social to learn

more about the program. March 6, 2010, OLPH
cafeteria at 4:00 PM. Please R.S.V.P. 738-1449.

ARCHDIOCESAN STEWARDSHIP APPEAL

461-OLPH




First Sunday of Lent

February 21 , 2010

This week marks the beginning of the 2010
Archdiocesan Stewardship Appeal in our parish.
You will be receiving a letter from archbishop

Dolan asking for your support of the vital
ministries, programs and services provided through
the Appeal each year. When you receive the
letter, please fill out your pledge card and send it

in. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

ALTAR SERVER SPRING TRAINING

Boys and girls in the 5" grade and older are
invited to be trained to be Altar Servers for the
parish. The training will be on Wednesdays
beginning March 3 from 4:15 to 4:45 pm in the
Church. Please consider participating in parish
life by serving at the Lord’s Altar.

Mass ntentions

Monday, February 22
8:00 AM - Isabella Bonanno
9:00 AM - Miriam Sweeney

Tuesday, February 23
8:00 AM - Donald McGraw
9:00 AM - O’Malley family

Wednesday, February 24
8:00 AM - Anastasia Cassidy
9:00 AM - Robert McCoughlin

Thursday, February 25

MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY

If you are celebrating your 25 ™ or 50" wedding
anniversary in 2010 please let us know. The 50"
anniversary couples will be invited to the
Cathedral and both the 25™ and 50" couples will
be honored in the Parish in June. Please call the
church office to register @738-1449.

FAMILY LIFE CONFERENCE

Saturday, March 27, 2010 — 10:00 am to 3:30 pm.
St. Joseph Seminary. Honoring the Legacy of
Cardinal O’Connor on the occasion of the 10"
anniversary of his death. Admission fee is $25.00.
To register go to ww.flrl.org or call 212-371-1011
ext. 3195.

PETER'S PENCE COLLECTION

Thank you for your generosity in last week’s Peter
Pence Collection. Because of you, Pope Benedict
XVI will be able to help millions of people around
the world quickly and effectively. In 2007, the
United States was responsible for almost one-third
of worldwide proceeds for this Collection. Your
important contributions are truly helping the Holy
Father to make a difference for those most in
need.

8:00 AM - Evelyn Tadeushuk
9:00 AM -James O'Brien

Friday, February 26
8:00 AM - Isabel Torres
9:00 AM - Salvatore Naclerio, Sr

Saturday, February 27
8:00 AM - Catherine & John Duane
9:00 AM - Mary Denning

| @eekin Collection

2009 2010
Last week’s collection  $7,530 $8,088
Peter's Pence 2,283 2,404

“Thank you for your generous
support”

7~ X X

weddmg banns

THIRD TIME

Jared Otero & Stephanie Gallichio
Michael Vincenzi & Kristin Love
Julio Pacheco & Jinah Choi

461-OLPH
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Archdiocesan
Stewardship Appeal

“Take care not to perform righteous deeds in order that people may see
them... vour Father who sees what is hidden will repay you.”

Today marks the beginning of
the Archdiocesan Stewardship
Appeal. In today’s gospel we
heard Saint Matthew tell us to
be generous in giving alms,
praying and fasting.

As Lent begins, we are reminded
to live out our vocation of
Stewardship - the responsibility
of all baptized. This includes not
only financially supporting our
Church, but also praying and
giving of our time and talents.

Recently you were mailed letter
from Archbishop Dolan
requesting that you prayerfully
consider your gift in supporting
the Church of New York.

Matthew 6

Specialized Works
Preparing Services of Charity
Clergy $1.000.000 $1.500,000
$1,250,000 ' Academic and
Spirttual Formation
$5,500,000
Needy
Parishes
$6.500,000

Retired Priests/ Religious
$1,250,000

$17,000,000 Goal

Am I living the

Call of a Steward>

Some examples of stewardship today:

- Catechesis and faith formation

- Stewardship of the domestic church

- Stewardship for ecology of the globe

- Financial accountability in personal and
parochial affairs

- Stewardship of collegiality and
collaboration in parish life and ministries

- Stewardship of social justice and the work
for peace

For more information or to make vour gift online please visit:

http://www.stewardshipappeal.org
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